
 

Yellowknife Poverty 

Reduction Strategy 



Good Work On Homelessness 

 
 
 
 

→ 





Poverty Reduction Not Management 

• Does strategy reduce poverty by either increasing income or reducing 

expenses?  

• Will this initiative make people more independent? 

• Is this a strategy that places families on a path out of  poverty?  

• Key is to shift focus from short term remedies (though they are important) 

to long term action that help people move out of  poverty. 

 



Benefits of  Poverty Reduction 

A thriving community has better outcomes across the board:  

• strengthened performance in the economic sphere 

• decreased pressure on public systems like policing, emergency health 
services, or child intervention,  

• better mental and physical health 

• enhanced overall quality of  life, and 

• more local spending! 



Why do it now? 

• YK chosen as one of  six communities for “Tackling Poverty Together” 

research ; 1 in 10 people living in poverty 

• GNWT has developed a poverty reduction strategy and fund up to $1 

million per year 

• Federal government will be releasing their strategy in the spring 

• City of  Yellowknife has a unique role and nobody knows this place like you 

do 

 



Poverty is a Community Problem –  

Many Groups Involved Already 



City of  YK Current Actions for Poverty Reduction 

• Recreation for All program – great program that offers accessible access 

for low income people to community recreational opportunities (use 

somewhat limited by transit route schedule) 

• Housing First project – significant effort to provide housing to chronically 

homeless 

• Seniors and Persons with Disabilities:  tax break, parking permit 

exemption and reduced rates for community recreational opportunities 



Food Security 

• Support the creation of  Community Food Centres to increase healthy         

food access, skills, education and engagement 

• Explore innovative community sustainable farming models targeting          

lower income households as food producers and consumers 

• Encourage urban agriculture on underutilized non-profit, private             

sector, and government land and facilities 



Different Approaches to Food Security 



Affordable and Accessible Transportation   

• Many cities provide subsidized bus passes or tickets for low income residents 

• Consider sliding scale cost or free passes for low income residents 

• Review Transit routes to make sure they cover lower costs neighborhoods and service time 
for evening events 

 Benefits 

• Low income people:  

• participate more fully in community life 

• can easily get to and from work 

• are mentally and physically healthier if  they have affordable and accessible transportation. 

 



Good Jobs 

• Jobs are important, especially those paying a living wage 

• Living wage helps people pay basic necessities, participate more fully in life 

of  community and move out of  poverty 

• End up spending their money locally! 

• Companies that pay living wage and offer benefits and training find this leads 

to a more competitive advantage. 

 

 



Good Jobs + Good Business= Better Community 

• Social Procurement – City purchasing can be leveraged to improve the 

economic, social and environmental well-being of  the community 

• Social Enterprise Development – strengthen and grow businesses who 

have community benefit in mind  

• Leading Economic Change – make the mainstream economy more 

inclusive so everyone has an opportunity to be part of  the economy 



Affordable Housing 

• 10 year plan – 180 new affordable units 

• Encourage affordable housing in new residential developments, use as 
criteria for awarding permits or contracts 

• Research, analyze and implement innovative housing policy solutions 
through zoning, bylaws (mixed income, secondary suites, tiny homes, 
adequate property maintenance bylaw) 

• Work with private sector, government partners to find innovative ways of  
reducing energy cost and improving the energy efficiency 

 



Resources Used for Presentation 

• Tamarack Institute and Vibrant Communities Network – 10 Guide Cities 

Reduction Poverty 

• Federation of  Canadian Municipalities - Ending Poverty Starts Locally 

• City of  Victoria – Housing Affordability Task Force 

• City of  Medicine Hat – Reducing the Cost of  Poverty  

• Government of  Canada - Tackling Poverty Together Report 


