Government of
Northwest Territories

December 23, 2025

KEVIN O'RIELLY

ALTERNATIVES NORTH
alternativesnorthinfo@gmail.com

DAWN TREMBLAY
ECOLOGY NORTH
dawn@ecologynorth.ca

Dear Kevin and Dawn:

Public Engagement on the Mineral Resources Act Policy Intentions - Engagement 1:
Mineral resource administration policy, drill cores, and removal of minerals policy

Thank you for your letter and submission regarding the development of regulations
under the Mineral Resources Act (MRA). 1 appreciate the time and effort that
Alternatives North and Ecology North have invested in providing detailed feedback
and recommendations.

Your comments raise important considerations related to transparency,
environmental accountability, regulatory consistency, and public engagement. |
acknowledge your concerns regarding access to background research and the need
for clarity on how discretionary authorities and public notice provisions will operate
under the proposed regulations. These points are critical to ensuring that the
regulations reflect the goals of the MRA, including sustainable land use and public
benefit.

[ also note your observations regarding the engagement process and your request for
greater transparency in sharing information, including cross-jurisdictional research
and materials provided to industry stakeholders. Your suggestion to make these
resources publicly available will be reviewed as part of my commitment to open
government principles.
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Regarding your specific recommendations—such as adjustments to fees, recognition
of environmental baseline work, and archaeological surveys—I will ensure these are
considered during the review of your detailed comments. Your submission will be
included in the record of public input, and responses to all submissions will be made
available in a manner consistent with GNWT’s Open Government Policy.

[ value your continued participation in this process and encourage you to provide
further input as additional engagement policy intentions documents and draft
regulations are released. My team will follow up with a formal response to the
detailed points in your submission with the compiled responses from the ‘Have Your
Say’ engagement.

Thank you again for your engagement and for contributing to the development of
regulations that support responsible resource management in the Northwest
Territories.

Sincerely,
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Caitlin Cleveland
Minister
Industry, Tourism and Investment

c. Members of the Legislative Assembly
Chief of Staff
Senior Envoy to the Government of Canada
Secretary to Cabinet/Deputy Minister, Executive and Indigenous Affairs
Deputy Minister, Industry, Tourism and Investment
Clerk, Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment
Advisor, Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment
Committee Members, Standing Committee on Economic Development and
Environment



