
 

alternativesnorthinfo@gmail.com; admin@ecologynorth.ca 
1409-6036-3546, v. 2 

 

 
 
December 3, 2025 
 
Honourable Caitlin Cleveland 
Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife NT  X1A 2L9 
 
Submitted Electronically 
 
Dear Minister Cleveland 
 
Re:  Public Engagement on the Mineral Resources Act Policy Intentions 
 
Alternatives North (AN) and Ecology North welcome the opportunity to provide further 
input into the development of regulations to implement the Mineral Resources Act 
(MRA) passed over seven years ago.  We were pleased to see this expanded beyond a 
technical engagement and placed on the “Have Your Say” webpage following our 
request to your staff.  We have been assisted in our submission by lawyer Julian 
SpearChief-Morris of Woodward & Co. 
 
In our submission, we note several issues regarding transparency, MAARS operations, 
environmental accountability, and regulatory consistency throughout the regulatory 
development process, and we have provided feedback to assist the Department of 
Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITI) in meeting the goals set out under the MRA.  
Additionally, it is evident from media statements and the Proposed Regulations 
document that there has been ongoing, intensive, direct and privileged engagement 
between ITI and the mining industry, with little to no corresponding effort to engage civil 
society. Such engagement with the mining industry, rather than the broader public, 
points to a bias toward promoting rather than regulating the mining industry.  
 
To aid with transparency and facilitate public support for the proposed regulations, ITI 
commissioned research, such as cross-jurisdictional comparative work, should be made 
public.  We have noted a number of times in our submission where such information 
would be necessary to allow the public to provide appropriate and informed comments. 
We reserve the right to submit further comments once we have these answers.  
 
Having the background research, or at minimum, all information shared with industry, in 
advance of the next policy papers, would assist our efforts to provide productive 
submissions. We request that this information be made public now, without further 
delay.   
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https://www.iti.gov.nt.ca/sites/iti/files/content/Official_MRA_Regulation_Engagement_Document_BIL.pdf
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Despite this being the regulatory development phase, it is concerning that it is not clear 
how public notice will operate in practice, how discretionary authorities will be exercised, 
and how the regulations align with the MRA’s broader goals related to sustainable land 
use and public benefit.  These are all significant points, and we would like to see this 
type of detail in the regulations. For instance, regulations should ensure that fees and 
other forms of payment to GNWT are at least automatically adjusted for inflation and 
reviewed to cover all GNWT costs. 
 
The policy document gives insufficient recognition to sustainable land use, one of the 
stated goals of the MRA. Examples include: 
      

● increasing work requirements for mineral claim holders without consideration of 
how this will cause environmental disturbance; and  

● the omission of environmental baseline work (as currently permitted under the 
current Mining Regulations) and archaeological surveys as eligible work to keep 
claims in good standing.   

 
We request a formal response to all the points raised in this letter and our attached 
submission.  In the interest of transparency and accountability, we request that all the 
submissions and ITI responses be made public.  This is the type of transparency we 
have come to expect from co-management bodies and is consistent with GNWT’s own 
Open Government Policy. 
 
We appreciate this opportunity to provide comments.  We look forward to your reply and 
to further opportunities to provide input on the development of these important 
regulations. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
Kevin O’Reilly        Dawn Tremblay 
On behalf of Alternatives North                                       On behalf of Ecology North 
 

cc.  Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITICommunications@gov.nt.ca) 
       Intergovernmental Council Secretariat 
       Clerk, Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment 
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